
Saturn 1B Launch 

The 2017 launch season 
closed for URRG with a 
special treat for those 
that stuck around on 
Black Friday weekend. 
David Carter drove down 
from Newfoundland with 
his 1/23 scale Saturn 
1B. 

This is not the first time 
the Saturn has made an 
appearance in Potter; 
David brought it down 
for the September 
launch, but was unable 
to get it ready to fly at 
that time.  This time, 
however, he had the 
near undivided attention 
of several club members, 

all of which were eager 
to see this bird fly, to 
assist him.   

David built this rocket 
from scratch over a peri-
od of a year and a half.  
The 
design 
is his 
own, 
and 
the 
build 
was 
chroni-
cled in 
a build 
thread 
on The Rocketry Forum.  
The lower body & fin can 

are built of paper tubing, 
with fiberglass and 3D 
printer parts, surround-
ing a Blue Tube core 
structure.  The upper 
body is fiberglass.  

(Continued page 6) 

Black Friday Launch Report 

URRG closed out its 2017 
launch season with the 
traditional Black Friday 
launch, held on 11/24 & 
25.  Compared to last 
year - where we were 
forced to cancel due to 
weather, the conditions 
this time were about as 
ideal as one could ask 
for, given the time of 
year.   

With cloudless skies and 
relatively low winds, 18 
fliers registered to toss 
the rockets into the blue.  
Even Larry Weibert got in 
on the flying, launching 
twice on Friday and once 
more Saturday.  As usu-

al, Jackson Pembroke 
peppered the field with 
booster stages through-
out the day, flying multi-
ple 2-stage low power 
rockets (and getting eve-
rything back as well).  In 
fact, Jackson flew the 
very last flight of the 
season.   

Rick Barnes stepped in to 
handle Launch Director 
duties, while still manag-
ing to fly several of his 
own rockets.  With the 
corn down and the field 
soft but walkable, recov-
ery was pretty easy all 
around.  At this writing, I 
am not aware of any 

rockets landing unrecov-
erable.   

The pinnacle moment of 
the weekend was, how-
ever, when David Carter 
of Canada flew his giant, 
1/23rd scale Saturn 1B.  
It took a bit of time to 
get flight ready, but 
once it was, the flight 
was extremely impres-
sive.  Five motors sent 
the Saturn aloft, with a 
single deployment at ap-
ogee, and set down in 
the field off to the right 
of the flight line.  The 
only drawback was that 
there only a few people 
on hand to see it. 
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(Photos on page 7) 


